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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5914

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on Hi gher Education (originally sponsored by
Senators Carl son and Kohl - Wl | es)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 06/ 04.

AN ACT Relating to higher education; creating new sections; and
maki ng an appropriation.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature recognizes that southwest
Washi ngton continues to be the fastest-growing region in the state and
is successfully attracting a wide array of corporations and busi nesses
vital to the future expansion of the econony of the region and the
entire state. In partnership, the branch canpus of Washington State
Uni versity at Vancouver, O ark College, and Lower Col unbi a Col | ege have
successfully expanded educational opportunities for students and
created avenues for research and training to support the econony of the
region over the | ast decade. However, the |egislature also recognizes
that southwest Washington is the largest urban area in the state
w t hout access to an in-state, public four-year institution of higher
educati on. Therefore, the legislature finds it necessary to exam ne
thoroughly and objectively the prospect of <creating additional
baccal aureate and graduate opportunities in Vancouver. The |egislature
al so recogni zes there may be ot her unserved or underserved areas in the
state.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The Wishington state institute for
public policy shall conduct a feasibility study for the creation of
addi tional baccal aureate and graduate opportunities for public higher
education in Vancouver. The study nust include the foll ow ng anal yses:

(a) A detailed regional anal ysis of st udent demand and
institutional supply of degree prograns, including potential economc
devel opnment, and including consultation with conmunity | eaders;

(b) Consideration of alternative nodels for providing baccal aureate
and professional graduate education in the region, including expanding
the current partnerships between the branch canpus of Washington State
Uni versity at Vancouver, O ark College, and Lower Col unbia Coll ege;

(c) An examnation of the possible role and mssion of a
transitional conprehensive four-year uni versity, including the
possibility of an innovative conbination of instruction and research
suitable for neeting the region's needs for access to higher education
for recent high school graduates, placebound students, and transfer
students as well as support of the expansion of the region's economc
viability; and

(d) A conparison of short and | ong-term costs.

(2) The institute shall submt its findings fromthe feasibility
study to the higher education and fiscal conmttees of the senate and
house of representatives by Decenber 15, 2004.

(3) The institute shall develop a proposal for a study that may
i nvestigate the need for additional baccal aureate access in other parts
of Washington state that are either unserved or underserved.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The sum of ninety thousand dollars, or as
much thereof as nmay be necessary, is appropriated from the state
general fund to the Washington state institute for public policy for
the fiscal year ending June 30, 2005, to carry out the purposes of
section 2 of this act.

--- END ---
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